Abstract. This article considers uneven socio-economic development of territories. The experience of many countries convincingly demonstrates that the heterogeneity of space is a significant obstacle to the sustainable development of regions. Having analyzed the works of foreign and domestic scientists, the authors prove that in the course of transformation of the views on spatial development, there gradually evolved an idea of uneven socio-economic development as an objective feature of any territory.
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Unevenness in the development of territories is one of the key problems in many countries; specific features of this problem are largely determined by the size of the territory, its complexity. The authors pay attention to the fact that when studying development unevenness the researchers use different terms ("differentiation", "asymmetry", "polarization", "disproportion") that are often treated as similar. Therefore, the paper puts forward a hypothesis that there exists a relationship between these concepts that have similar meaning, and the special nature of this relationship is manifested in the fact that these concepts represent different stages of unevenness. This hypothesis is confirmed by the analysis and synthesis of a number of works of domestic and foreign researchers. The authors conclude that each stage of unevenness reflects a certain degree of fragmentation of the territory (or territories) by socio-economic indicators. Transition from one stage to another (from differentiation to asymmetry, from asymmetry to polarization) is caused by a combination of factors that reinforce differences in the direction specified. Taking into account the fact that uneven development of territories can lead to negative consequences affecting their socio-economic development, it should be noted that the government should play an important role in their elimination. The authors attempt to expand the existing notions of uneven socio-economic development of the territory. Theoretical generalizations contained in the article can be used as materials for discussion in the scientific discourse. In addition, they may be of interest to the scientific and educational activities.
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Methodological Aspects in Analyzing the Level of Non-Uniformity of Socio-Economic Development of Regions
It is worth noting that scientists have been interested in the problem of unevenness and studied it for over two hundred years. We agree with the authors of a monograph [11, p. 26] , and it is confirmed in [34, p. 42] that uneven regional development is the spatial manifestation of irregularity in the development of society, the changes in which are largely due to the change in the stages of development. During these changes, the views of scientists on the space and its features also changed, thus the very space was transformed under the influence of the development of productive forces and production relations. • these concepts characterize unevenness;
• changing the unevenness of development of the territory undergoes three stages (differentiation -asymmetry -polarization);
• at each of these stages the differences increase, which suggests that each stage corresponds to a certain degree of uneven development;
• deepening the differences is due to the impact of a set of certain factors. of the territory (Fig. 2) . Such quantitative assessment helps determine not only the extent of differences between territories according to socio-economic parameters, but also the tools of state influence for the purpose of reducing the differences.
At the initial stage, under the influence of mostly objective factors, there is a change in the equilibrium of socio-economic development, and the so-called "initial" imbalances are formed. Further increase in the differences is due to the impact of not only internal but also external factors and it is accompanied by the disturbances Gubanova E.S., Kleshch V.S.
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of the equilibrium of development and leads to "growing imbalances". In the end, when the interaction of factors increases, the differences, reaching a significant size, influence the formation of opposites, and the "outcome" imbalances are formed.
In the works of many domestic and foreign authors it is stressed that uneven development, as a property of socio-economic space, is a natural normal phenomenon typical of a territory at any level of the hierarchy. At that, there is an ambivalent influence of nonuniformity [10; 23; 40] . This is manifested in the existence of both positive and negative components of its impact on economic and social spheres. The increase in differences between territories by several socio-economic parameters destabilizes the development of the economy and social sphere and violates the sustainable development of the territories, the integrity and unity of socio-economic space.
Thus, comparing and analyzing the concepts under consideration (differentiation, asymmetry, polarization) have shown that each of them is associated with substantial differences, which characterize uneven socioeconomic development. The emergence and -reduction of employment in the manufacturing sector; -rising unemployment; -fall in real incomes; -aggravation of the demographic situation; Increasing migration; -overpopulation of large cities; -reduction in the level of social welfare (healthcare, education, culture); -increase of social instability in society -growth of social tension and crime.
-reduction of effectiveness and efficiency of functioning of the territory; -reduction of the effectiveness of using local resources and fixed assets; -reduction of production potential; -reduction of investment attractiveness and competitiveness; -decline in innovation activity; -weakening of economic relations and economic ties between the territories; -emergence of problem regions.
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